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dwelt in an inferno from which escape was impossible,
save to a second, where conditions would be no
better : for before the War Port Said was one of the
centres of the White Slave Trade between Central
Europe and the East. Conducted by its exploiters
upon commercial lines, the trade used the port as
a clearing house, where women were left until a
suitable opportunity arose for their transfer to the
bagnios of Bombay, Singapore, and other maritime
towns. In correspondence one with another the
traffickers coolly would discuss in business terms the
cash value of their property. If one girl was a good
article, reliable and profitable to her owners, a second
was intractable, and to be had cheaply. Thus, under
the eyes of Great Britain, did some men gain a living
in Egypt in the year of our Lord 1914.

War put an end to the commerce, and gave the
commandant of the local police the chance which
he had sought in vain elsewhere. Assured of support
from military authority, he forced the women out of
the districts inhabited by the European residents
of the town, offering to each victim of his order the
choice between leaving the Canal Zone or residing
in the quarter of the town reserved for the Egyptian
members of this melancholy profession. The arrange-
ment was not ideal: morally, indeed, it was inde-
fensible. But under it military authority rashly
assumed that the medical profession would be in a
position to exercise more effective control over public
women, and that the troops who frequented their
society would secure greater immunity from disease.
The latter expectation, based upon gross ignorance of
pathology, naturally was not fulfilled.

In Cairo the problem, no less acute, was more
difficult to solve by reason of the extent of the evil
and the size of the city. Conditions in that city
differed little from those reigning at Port Said.